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Today’s communication is aimed at raising awareness of a new scheme being introduced 
this year to improve standards across the plumbing industry. 
 
Why introduce a new scheme? 
   
At present there are a few different approved plumbers schemes which are operated and 
managed by many different companies such as WRAS (Water Regulatory Advisory 
Scheme) and the water utility companies but over the years, the water suppliers have 
observed that there is widespread non-compliance with the Water Fittings Regulations by 
installers.  
 
Plumbing is one of the sectors where consumers find it difficult to locate a reliable 
professional compared to other trades such as electricians and heating engineers which 
already have recognised national schemes such as Gas Safe (formerly Corgi) and 
NICEIC membership (there are other electrical schemes available).  
 
A decision was made by a working group and by government to initially introduce a 
national scheme for voluntary membership. If this is unsuccessful then this sector may 
possibly be regulated similarly to the gas sector, however for the foreseeable future this is 
unlikely.  
 
What is the objective of the new scheme?  
 
To develop a national plumbing approval scheme that would provide recognition for 
designated competent plumbers and provide assurance of competency and compliance to 
consumers seeking water supply plumbing work. 
 
How do you become a member?  
 
Both individuals and companies can become members of WaterSafe. Businesses will 
register and then individuals will be recorded. For a business to become a member, it 
must be employing competent, trained plumbers with an NVQ level two or equivalent in 
plumbing as well as a certificate in Water Fittings Regulations knowledge. An alternative 
assessment and qualification route to entry is currently being developed by BPEC (British 
Plumbing Employers Council) for “time-served” plumbers.  
 
When is the scheme being launched?  
 
The scheme is being launched this year (September or October) and there will be a large 
national media campaign to raise awareness of the new scheme and the brand and logo 
(see above).  
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Any queries please call Admiral Safety Ltd on 07711 033663 or email – 

anelson@admiralsafetyltd.co.uk 
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