
   

 

Date 16-5-13 

Issue Ref: HSE Information Sheet - 13021 

Topic: Cartridge Gun Checks  

Details: 
 
 
 
 
 

We have recently heard of an accident where a Hilti gun exploded during use fixing 
plasterboard. 
 
Subsequent Checks by Hilti have detected dangerous quantities of unburned powder 
inside a small number of their tools. In the worst case this can lead to an explosion and 
severe injuries to the operator or bystanders. 
 
The powder build-up is linked to the use of non- Hilti cartridges of inferior quality 
and Hilti have issued reminders of the information in the tool Instruction Manuals to only 
use Hilti cartridges or cartridges of equivalent quality. 
 
This has so far only been detected in tools DX 460, DX 462, DXA 40 & DXA 41. 

Recommended 
Action: 

Although the problems have only so far been identified in the UAE and only in Hilti tools, 

it is not impossible for inferior cartridges to find their way into the UK or for other brands; 

therefore it is imperative that all our contracts, depots and the like;- 

 

� Immediately check any cartridge guns (and stocks of cartridges) that we own (not 

just Hilti) and if we find any evidence that cartridges other than the manufacturer's 

have been used the gun should be taken out of service and the advice of the 

manufacturer sought before using it again. 

 

� Bring this matter to the attention of all our suppliers and contractors working on 

contracts and require them to do the same. 

 

Links/ 
References 

Useful information on checking cartridges is available here;- 
 
http://www.hilti.com/dx-cartridges 

 

Picture: 

 

Any queries please call Admiral Safety Ltd on 07711 033663 or email – 

anelson@admiralsafetyltd.co.uk 
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