
   

 

Date 3rd April 2013 

Issue Ref: HSE Information Sheet 13012 

Topic: Serious MEWP Incident  

Details: 
 
 
 
 
 

Background 
 
A serious incident recently occurred on a construction project where an operative was 
crushed between a MEWP and a steel column.  
 
The operative had returned from a break and started the MEWP using the ground 
controls.  
 
When the control was switched to the basket the MEWP unexpectedly moved and 
trapped the operative, resulting in significant injuries.  
 
The operative is still in hospital receiving treatment 
 
Conclusion 
 
Investigations are still on-going; however, early findings would suggest that this has been 
caused by a harness accidently being hung on the joy stick controls and this also activated 
the dead man’s trigger.  
 
This meant that when the engine was started and the control switched to basket mode 
the MEWP was already in drive mode and travelled forward. 
 

Recommended 
Action: 

Possible actions depending on your business are -  

1. Any MEWP that does not have a dual dead man’s safety switch (such as a foot pedal or a 
separate button) should be considered if suitable for use (it’s not a legal requirement) and 
possibly removed from site immediately.  

2. Carry out a briefing to all MEWP operators on projects reminding them that nothing should be 
hung or stored on control levers or control panels. The briefing should also highlight that in 
normal operations MEWP should be started from the basket. Where this is not possible it should 
be checked that nothing is placed on the basket control panel.  

3. All project personnel should receive a briefing on this incident with a focus on safety around 
plant and the importance of body positioning when working near plant. 

As ever any questions do get in touch  

Links/ 
References 

N / A 



   

Picture: 

 
 

 The arrow above shows the position where the operative was injured 
 

 
 
 

 The arrow above shows the safety foot pedal 
 

Any queries please call Admiral Safety Ltd on 07711 033663 or email – 

anelson@admiralsafetyltd.co.uk 
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