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The third UK company to face corporate manslaughter charges will have to wait until the 

cases relating to its alleged breaches of health and safety law, and gross-negligence 

manslaughter charges against its individual directors, have been resolved. 

 

The trial of storage-product manufacturer Lion Steel Equipment Ltd, of Hyde in Greater 

Manchester, and three of its directors, began on 12 June at Manchester Crown Court. 

However, the court ruled that the company’s trial for corporate manslaughter, and that of 

the three directors for gross-negligence manslaughter, should only take place once the 

other charges against them have been decided. 

 

These are, in relation to Lion Steel, under sections 2 and 33 of the HSWA 1974 and, in 

relation to directors Kevin Palliser, Richard Vaughan Williams, and Graham Coupe, under 

section 37 of the HSWA 1974.  

 

The charges were brought by Greater Manchester Police following an incident in May 

2008, in which employee Steven Berry died in a fall through a fragile roof. 

 

Since the Corporate Manslaughter and Corporate Homicide Act came into force four years 

ago, just two companies have been successfully prosecuted under it – Cotswold 

Geotechnical Holdings in February 2011 and, just last month, JMW Farms Ltd. 

 

Sally Roff, partner and head of the SH&E group at law firm DAC Beachcroft, said the 

case against Lion Steel should shed more light on how the Act will be interpreted by the 

courts, as it is a larger firm than the other two.  

 

Ms Roff explained: “With over 100 employees, it was anticipated that the corporate 

manslaughter prosecution against Lion Steel Equipment would provide more guidance as 

to how the courts would interpret key elements of the offence – in particular, the 

requirement for the way in which senior management manages, or organises its activities 

to be a substantial element in the breach.” 

 

The trial continues at Manchester Crown Court and is expected to last two to three weeks. 
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Any queries please call Admiral Safety Ltd on 07711 033663 or email – 

anelson@admiralsafetyltd.co.uk 
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