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Issue Ref: HSE Information Sheet - 0026 

Topic: Strimmer Fatality  

Details: 
 
 
 
 
 

A worker died after being struck by a piece of metal that flew off a strimmer at high speed, 

while he was clearing undergrowth at a construction site in Barrow-in-Furness. 

 

ThreeShires Ltd, which specialises in ecology and forestry work, was contracted to remove 

overgrown vegetation during the building of Waterfront Business Park. The firm sub-

contracted Tony Robinson, 37, to help carry out the work. 

 

On 8 February 2010, Mr Robinson was using a chainsaw to cut back bushes, while another 

worker was operating a petrol strimmer on a nearby bank. A chain-link attachment had 

been added to the strimmer so it could be used for heavy-duty work. 

 

The chain was spinning at approximately 300mph when one of the links broke and flew 

off the machine. It struck Mr Robinson in the back of the neck and he died at the scene 

from his injuries. 

 

The HSE’s investigation found that ThreeShires had failed to properly consider the risks of 

using the attachment, or the dangers of allowing Mr Robinson to work close to where it 

was being operated. The HSE issued a safety alert following the incident, warning of the 

serious dangers posed by using the strimmer attachment, which was known as a Brogio 

Flail Head. 

 

A Prohibition Notice was issued to Lamberhurst Engineering Ltd, the sole importer of the 

attachment in the UK, which resulted in a nationwide ban on the sale or supply of the 

product. The attachment has now also been banned across Europe, after the HSE 

alerted the European Commission to the issue. 

 

HSE inspector Allen Shute explained that Mr Robinson’s death was needless and easily 

avoidable. He said: “The chances of him being struck by a piece of metal when the chain 

became detached were increased by the fact that the strimmer was being operated nearby, 

on a bank, above where he was working. 

 

“The company should have properly considered the risks of using a heavy-duty piece of 

equipment before it allowed the work to take place. If it had, then Mr Robinson’s death 

could have been avoided.” 

 

ThreeShires appeared at Barrow Crown Court on 12 March and pleaded guilty to 

breaching s3(1) of the HSWA 1974. It was fined £15,000 and ordered to pay £10,000 in 

costs. 

 
 

Recommended 
Action: 

Please ensure you are not using or allowing to be used this attachment  

Please ensure that when using such attachments you have taken into account such third 
party risks so clearly not considered in this tragic instance 

Links/ 
References 
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Any queries please call Admiral Safety Ltd on 07711 033663 or email – 

anelson@admiralsafetyltd.co.uk 

 
This is a controlled document and is uncontrolled when printed or saved from the Intranet  

 
Please refer to http://www.admiralsafetyltd.co.uk for archived issues. 

 
IF POSTED WE RECOMMEND YOU TAKE DOWN AFTER TWO MONTHS  

 

 

anelson@admiralsafetyltd.co.uk
http://www.admiralsafetyltd.co.uk/

